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FOREWORD 


The post-colonial theoretical project has been to identify a contextual paradigm 
for cultural and intellectual production, and to identify economic, social, and 
political realities in the wake of European colonialism and in light of the con- 
tinuing condition of what has now been defined as post-coloniality. Those lo- 
cated within this theoretical sphere, who are then defined variously as colonial 
or post-colonial subjects occupy a range of geographical and historical locations 
united by their relation to European (largely British commonwealth) colonialism. 
In this particular, here literary, context, African writers constitute the subject of 
a specific (post) coloniality and are therefore brought within a singular analytic 
frame based on the internal logics of this discourse. 

Postcolonial theory has made tremendous strides into becoming a respectable 
academic discourse. The assertions and critiques of the conceptualization of 
post-coloniality have been variously articulated. A recent collection of essays, 
Contemporary Post-Colonial Theory, A Reader edited by Padmini Mongia pres- 
ents a fair range of positions.' My own particular critique has supported those 
of Shohat, McLintock, Mukerjee, and Suleri and includes the fact that along 
with its totalizing approach, post-colonial theory continues to turn on the same 
masculinist assumptions of coloniality even as it claims to speak for the entire 
population.” Additionally, while one may recognize the post-colonial condition 
as a descriptor of the conditions of both the colonized and the colonizers in the 
wake of colonialism, the formulation of post-colonialism so far has taken more 
account of the experience of the (formerly) colonized and their perpetuated con- 
dition of coloniality and has been short on analyses which bring into play ques- 
tions of global/late capitalism and American imperialism which more accurately 
describes the colonial condition today. 

Further clarifying their position on postcoloniality, editors Chris Tiffin and 
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This Introduction aims at raising various compelling and significant 
issues related to the expression, production, publication, and distribution 
of African literary writing and to critical discourses that have constructed 
models for interpretive approaches to and/or theoretical frameworks for 
these writings. In the first section, Pushpa Naidu Parekh — 
viability of applying emerging critical concepts and pr kai els 
being discussed and debated within the field of postcolonial theory 
postcolonial African writers. Reconsidering the tendencies to сикон 
the separation of theory and practice and to privilege ea rire 
Parekh provides a detailed look at the ways in which r ge in re 
practice and practice directs ог even determines theory. In re er wet 
this, she identifies certain conceptual paradigms constructe at сир 
moments of colonial and postcolonial sociohistorical and райна 6 н 
mates іп ѕресібс postindependence African states, as discuss =ч а 
various scholarly entries of the sourcebook. She also raises cruci pa 
related to the theory and practice of postcolonial African writing R 
idenced in the collected entries. In the second section, Siga Fatima Jag 
provides critical reflections on certain definitions regarding the veer 
“woman” in feminist theory and its relation to African saa е : 
ing into guestion the simplified conflation of за “и као и mai 
race, and sexual orientation, as well as HALO ар ont ико 
arguments regarding the category “woman in pi aan ale 
identifying the specific and often contradictory loc 


specific women in and outside the literary field. 
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